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TDCJ’s volunteer-facilitated
canine-assistance programs
By Derrelyn Perryman, TBCJ Member
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An offender walks a puppy as part of canine’s training to become a
guide dog through the Dominguez State Jail PAWsitive Approach
program.
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with the offenders, who care for the dogs 24
hours a day. Once the dog has successfully
completed training, the volunteer organization reaches out to the community to find the
dog a loving home.
A similar program at the Ellis Unit in Huntsville also trains shelter dogs to help make
them more likely to be adopted. After participating in an eight-week course in which they
learn to obey basic commands and become
more comfortable around people and other
animals, the dogs are returned to the Rita B.
Huff Humane Society for adoption.
Through these volunteer-supported programs, incarcerated offenders are provided
an opportunity to learn job responsibilities
and develop a set of skills that might help
them find employment upon their release.l
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